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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.0. BOX 1228
GALVESTON. TEXAS 77SEZ3-122

REPLY TO
ATTENTION QF:

Mzy 23, 18381

M=. Roy Pera:z
Fieléd Supersvisors
U.5. Fish aznd Wilédlife Service

c/o CCSU, Campus Box 338
6300 Qcean Drive
Corpurs Christi, Texas

a8
=
o’

Dezr Mx, Perez:

The Corps cf Engineers,. Galveston District (COZ),
is preparzng an -ﬁv*’onment_l 2Zssessment (ZZ) of the
impacts of constructing an extension of a flood protec—
tion leves Ifor Victoriz, Texas, along the Guaa=1"oe
River. To complete the E2, the COE needs a current
liét of threatened or-endangered species tnat may ocear
in. the arez of copstraction near Victoria. A map of
,_ne levee zlignment and proposed borrow areas for £ill
‘material is enclosed_-or your information. '

Thank you for helping the COE meet its obligaticns
under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.  If vou
have any guestions, please contact Mr. Terry Roberts at
FTS 527~6035 or 409/766-3035. ' '

Sincerely,

William Flckel, Jr.
Chief, Planning D’V’S‘On

Enclosure



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FiSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

ECOLOGICAL SERVICES
t/o CCSU, Campus Box 338
6300 Ocean Drive
Corpus Christi, Texos 785412

Jung 24, 1§¢1

Mr. Willizzm Fickel, Ir.

Chief, Planning Divisicn

Department of the itnv

Gzlveston Director, Corps ci Zngineers

This responds to veour letter dated May 23, 1881, regarding the effacts of the
propesed Viectoriaz Levee preoject on species Federzlily listed or propesed for
iisting as threatened or endzngered species occurriag in Victoriz County, Texas.

The proposed preject comsist of activities associzied witk constructiing an
extension of a flood protection levee for Victoria, Texas. Ve understand that
the COZ will prepare an Environmentzl Assessment (I} on =he possible izpacts
of the levee preoject.

b1
appears the project will not significantly impact the esnfzngered or threztene
species in the arez. FHowever, along the existing levee, there are stands of
large pecan and other dec:cuo"s bottoxmland hardwoold <tress that do provide
resting, feeding and nesting habitat fo‘ many Species., LYery ffo‘t should be
made to avoid destructicn of thess nativ: arsas where practi

A field visit was conducted in June of this year by Service biolegists and

L ot

This office looks-forwaré tc reviewing and ccmmenting on

the fertheoming E2 and
welcones the opporiunity to work with the €OT in such maiters. If we cen be of
further =2ssistance, please contact Torn Sercta of cur oifice z% (312) B888-3346

or TTS B26-334%,

Sincerelv,
-
C
fimr” i

———

POGZLID PIREIZ
Tield Superviser

¢gionzl Nivacior, U.Z. Plen & Wildlife Seovic:, Alzuzuergus, HY {rwWI/ST)



Jemes =, 2rusexl, Ph.D.

Stztz Eilsioric Freserxvaticn CZZices
Texzs Eilstcocriczl Commission

.0. 3Bcx 12276

Austin, Texas 785711

Reference is made tc the Victoriz Levee Project, Guadzlupe
River at Victoria, Vicscriz Countv, Texas.'® The Gzlveszon
District, Cczps o ZIngineers DIoposes tc extend the existing
floo& protectien levee in Victiosriz +o the norih ané scuih to
provide 10C-vezr Zlooé protection Zcor the citv.

.

The propeosed new leves zlignments and borrow arezs were
surveved for culturzl resources May 14-13, 1881, A repert o
survev with locational maps znéd z site survev Zcrm for 41VTi04, a
newly recorded prenistoric archeclogical site, azre enclosed.
Propesed levee construction will impact the eastern edge of site
41VT104. In our opinion 41VT104 is not potentizlliv elzgible fox
the Nz+tionzl Register of Eistoric Places ané therefore we do not
propose tc miticate project Impacts to the site.

e raguest vour review ol the enclcsed survey repert znd
documenztaticn znd yvour concurrence in our finding that size
41VT104 Zs not petentizlly elicible for the Nationzl Recgister of
Eistoric Places. Please Cirect any cuestions tec Ms. Cazclyn Good
at (408) 766-3038,.

Sincerelv,

Williazam Tickel, Jr-.
Chief, Planning Division



TEXAS

P.C. BOX 12276

Mr. William Fickel, Jr.
Chief, Planning Division
Deparmment of the Army
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CURTIS TUNNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HISTORICAL

AUSTIN, TEXAS 738711

June 24, 1991

Galveston Distict, Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 1229

RE: Vicioria Leves Project, Guadalupe River at Victona
Counzy, Tx (COE-VD, AS, A6, Did)

Dear Si

COMMISSION

(SI2)4636100

‘We are in receipt of an archeological report concerning the above referenced undertaking. After
reviewing the report we conclude that, as described, the propesal should not affect sites on the
Natonal Register of Historic Places, nor any site determined eligible for the Natonal Register.
Plzase be advised thar any ardfacts collected during the culrural resources survey should be .
curated at an adequate repository as defined in the Secretary of Interior's reguladons endted

"Curaton of Fedsrzlly-Owned and Administersd Archeological Collecdons” (36CFR79).

The project

may contnne without further consultadon with this office. However, it is possiblc'

that bunied archeological deposits may be present in the project area. If artifacts are encountered
during conswucdon, woik should cease in the immediare area; work can connnue in the project
area where no archeological deposits are present. The Advisorv Council on Historic
Preservadon shounld be contacted in accordance with 36CFR800.11.b2. Pleass also nodfy the
Stare Historic Praservadon Officer (512/463-6096).

BM/IEBAR

esfE. Bruseth, Ph.D.
cpufy Stare Historic Praservation Officer

,6/715 C’S}Ma C‘/gamgf _/az %.ﬁw}' ﬁz&:&wg@/y
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EVALUATION OF SECTION 404(b)(1) GUIDELINES - SHORT FORM
Guadalupe River at Victoria, Texas

Section 205 - Small Flood Control Project

sview iance (230 10(a)-(d)

a. The discharge represents the least environmentally damaging
practicable alternative and if in a special aquatic site, the activity
associated with the discharge must have direct access or proximity
to, or be located in the aquatic ecosystem to fulfill its basic purpose
(if no, see Section 2 and information gathered for EA alternative);

YES X NO

b. The activity does not appear to: 1) Violate applicable state water
guality standards or effluent standards prohibited under Section 307 of
the CWA; 2) jeopardize existence of federally listed endangered or
threatened species or their habitat; and 3) Violate requirements of any
federally designated marine sanctuary (if no, see Section 2b and check
responses from resource and water quality certifying agencies);

YES X NO

c. The activity will not cause or contribute to significant degradation of
waters of the U.S. including adverse effects on human health, life
stages of organisms dependent on the aquatic ecosystem, ecosystem
diversity, productivity and stability, and recreational, aesthetic, and
economic values (if no, see values, Section 2);

YES X NO

d. Appropriate and practicable steps have been taken to minimize
potential adverse impacts of the discharge on the aquatic ecosystem (if
no, see Section 5);

JES X NO



2. Technical Zvaluation Factors (Suboass C-F3 (Where 2 significant category is checked, add explanation
below.)

NOT
N/A SIGNIFICANT  SIGNIFICANT

a. Phvsical and Chemical Characteristics
of the Aquanc Ecosystem (Subpart C)

1) Substrate impacts

2) Suspendead particulates/turbidity
impacts

3) Water column impacts

4) Alteration of current patierns
and water circulation

5) Alteration of normal water
fluctuations/hydroperiod

6) Alteration of salinity gradients

|
||

|

l
S

b
|

b. Biological Characteristics of the
Aquatic Ecosystem (Subpart D)

1) Effect on threatened/endangered
species and their habitat

2) Effect on the aguatic food web

3) Effect on other wildlife (mammals,
birds, reptiles and amphibians

N
b ks
N

c. Special Aquatic Sites (Subpart E)

1) Sanctuaries and refuges
2) Wetlands

3) Mudflats

4) Vegetated shallows

5) Coral reefs

6) Riffle and pool complexes

TTH

RERRN

ssaslls

d. Human Use Characteristics (Subpart F)

1) Effects on municipal and private
water supplies

2) Recreation and Commercial
fisheries irapacts

|
b
|



3) Effects on water-related
recraaton X
4) Aesthetic impacts X
5) Effects on parks, nanonal and historical
monuments, national szashores,
wilderness areas, research sites,
. and similar preserves X

-

3. Evaluation of Dredged or Fii]l Material (Subpart

a. The following information has been considered in evaluating the
biological availability of possible contaminants in dredged or fill
material. (Check only those appropriate.)

1) Physical characterisucs
2) Hydrography in relation to known or anticipated
sources of contaminants
3) Results from previous testing of the material or
similar material in the vicinity of the project
4) Known, significant sources of persistent pesticides
from land runoff or percolation
5) Spill records for petroleum products or designated
(Section 311 of CWA) hazardous substances
6) Other public records of significant introduction of
contaminants from industries, municipalities
or other sources
7) Known existence of substantial material deposits
of substances which could be released in
harmful quantities to the aquatic environment
by man-induced discharge activities
8) Other sources (specify)

be b b [ b e

Ns

List appropriate references.

b. An evaluation of the appropriate information in 3a above
indicates that there is reason to believe the proposed dredged or
fill material is not a carrier of contaminants, or that levels of
contaminants are substantively similar at extraction and
disposal sites and not likely to degrade the disposal sites, or the
material meets the testing exclusion criteria. .
YES_X_ NO__



4. Disposz! Site Dalinearion (230,117

z. The following factors as appropriate, have been
considered in evaluating the fill site:

1) Depth of water at disposal site

2) Current velociry, direction and variability at disposal site

5) Degree of wurbulence

4) Water column stratification

3) Discharge vessel speed and direction

6) Rate of discharge

7) Fill material characteristics (constituents, amount, and type
of material, settling velocities

8) Number of discharges per unit of ime

9) Other factors affecting rates and patterns of mixing (specify)

FER FEEEEE
8 - L L1 LB

List appropriate references.

b. An evaluation of the appropriate factors in 4a above
indicates that the disposal site and/or size of mixing
zone are accepiable.
YES_NA NO__

5. Acti t injmize Adverse Effects (Sub

Al] appropriate and practicable steps have been taken, through
application of recommendations of 230.70-230.77 to ensure
minimal adverse effects of the proposed discharge.
YES_X_NO__

6. Factual Determination (230.11) A review of appropriate information as identifisd
in items 2-5 above indicates that there 1s minimal potential for short or long-term
environmental effects of the proposed discharge as related to:

a Physical substrate at the disposal site {(review sections 2a.
3, 4, and 5 above)

YES_ X _NO__

b. Water circulation, fluctuation and salinity (review
secnons 2a, 3, 4, and 5)

YES_X_NO__

c. Suspended particulates/turbidity (review sections 2z, 3, 4,
and 3)
YES_X_NO__



d. Contaminant availabiiity (review sections 2a, 3, and 4)

YES_X_NO__
e. Aguatic ecosystem structure and function (review sections
2bandc, 3, and 5)
YES X _NO_.
f. Disposal site (review sections 2, 4, and 3)
YES_X_NO__
g. Cumulative impact on the aquatic ecosystem
YES_X NO__
h. Secondary impacts on the aguatic ecosystem
YES_X_NO__
7. Evaluation Responsibilitv
a. This evaluation was prepared by: David Petit
Position: _Environmental Specialist
Date:
b. This evaluation was reviewed by: Richard Medina
Position: Chief, Environmental ResourcesBranch =~

Date:




8. Eindings

a. The proposed disposal site for discharge of dredged or fill
material complies with the Secuon 404(b)(1) Guidelinss.

b. The proposed disposal site for discharge of dredged or fill

" material does not compiy with the Section 404(b)(1)

Guidelines for the following reason(s):
1) There is a less damaging pracucable alternative. ___

2) The propesed discharge will result in significant
degradation of the aquanc ecosystem.

3) The proposed discharge does not include all
practicable and appropriate measures to minimize
potential harm to the aquatic ecosystem.

Dare James M. Kiesiich
Chief, Planning and
Environmental Division



John Hall, Chairman
Pam Reed, Commissioner

. eSione
Peggy Garner, Commissioner

TEXAS WATER COMMISSION

PROTECTING TEXANS' IIEALTII AND SAFETY BY PREVENTING AND REDUCING POILLUTION

September 29, 1992

Mr. William Fickel, Jr.

thief, Planning Division

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P.0C. Bax 1228

Galveston, Texas 77553

Dear Mr. Fickel: -

In response to Corps reguest, dated August 11, 1992, for a Section 401 water
quality certification for the Section 205 Small Flood Control Project
(Victoria levee), the Commission issued notice of the reguest pursuant to
Title 31 TAC, Chapter 279 on August 26, 1992. The Commission has not received
any public comment or reguest for public hearing; therefore, this
certification is issued pursuant to the provisions of Cion 401 of the Clean
Water Act. We certify that the project will not c:aL.se a violation of
established Texas Water Quality Standards. This certification is limited to
these water quality considerations under the jurlsdlctlon of this agency
according to the various statutes which this agency administers.

Our review was limited to the information provided in Main Report and
Envirormental Assessment with Appendices. No review of property rights,
location of property lines, nor the distinction between public and private
ownership has been made and this certification may not be used in any way with
regard to guestions of cwnership.

We appreciats your cooperation in this matter, and if we can be of additionzl
assistance, please contact Mr. Charles Eanes, Permits Section, Watershed
Management Division at 512/463-§245.

Sincerely,

o et 2

Jeslis Garza
Evecurtive Director

P.0. Box 13087 ¢ 1700 North Conaress Avenue © Austin, Toxas 78713 1Ohf « 31214637830



APPENDIX C.

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON DRAFT REPORT AND
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E UNITED STATES ENVIRCNMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
" b z REGION 6
7S¢ 1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
< DALLAS, TX 75202-2733
4 ”oﬁc

Mr. William Fickel, Jr.

Chief, Planning Division

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 1229

Galveston, Yexas 77553-1229

Dear Mr. Fickel:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA} Region 6 has reviewed
your Environmental ZAssessment (EA) and unsigned Finding of No
Significant Impact concerning local floed protection on the
Guadalupe River at Victoria, Texas. The propcsed project involves
rehabilitation of the existing levee and extending it both upstream
and downstreamn.

As implementation of this project would result in minimal impacts
to fish and wildlife resources, endangered species, cultural
resources and wetlands, EPA has no objection to the proposed work.

Thank you for the opportunity tc provide these comments. If you
have any questions concerning EPA’‘s review of this project, please
contact Darlene Coulson at 214/655-2260.

Sincerely yours,
-l -:ﬁ_‘ i
e ] L
omas

Chief
Federal Activities Branch (6E~F)



1 .
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Region VI
Federa: Regional Center
800 North Loop 288
Denton, TX 76201-3698
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william Fickel. Jr.
Chief, Planning Divi
U. S§. Army Corps ©
F.C, Bcox 122¢%
Gazlvesten, Texas 77533-1729

37}

Dear Mr. 1ckel:

This will respond to vour reguest for review and comment on your
draft of the Detailed Procject Report and Environmental Assessment
with unsigned Tinding of No Significant Impact for the Local
Tlood Protection Leves &t Vigcteria, Texas.

The Ccitv of Victoria currently participates in the Natieonzl Flood
Insurance Program (NTXrIP). Approval andé guidelines for
development in & floocdrlzin are to be based upon provisions of
the community's £loodplain mansgement ordinances. Issuance of
applicable permits would apply to City, State, or Tederallyv
sponsored projects.

vou have zlready identified that the proposed levee improvements
are located within a 100-vear floodplain. If the proposed
project will result in the modification of the existing
floodplain concditions within the community, that communit
required under the NTIP to develop and submit a Request £
Letter of Map Revision {LOMR) to our ofiice as soon as
practicable, but not later that six months after new condition
information becomes available. Floodplzin modifications are to
be outlined by submitting technical or scientific data in
accordance with Part 65.3 of the NFIP Regulations.

vy 1s
cr

If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact
this cffice by writing to the above address, or calling
817-8%8-5127.

Sincerely,

7 2
A¢§42¢§427¢?
Carlton R. Watts
Natural Hazards

Program Specizlist

Enclesure



STaTeE 0F TEXAS
Orfrricz or THE GOVERNOR
AusTtin, TEXAS 78711

ANN W RICHARDS

GOVERNOR October 2, 1292

Mr. William Fickel, Jr.
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P.0. Box 1228

Galvaston, TX
RE: TX-R-92-08-12-0002-50-00 / GUADALUPE RIVER FLOOD PROJECT AT VICTORIA, TX
Dear Applicant:

Your environmental impact statement for the project referenced above has
been reviewed. The comments received are summarized below and are attached.

The Bureau of Economic Geology recommended the 1992 flood year be
accounted in project design and implementation, the Texas Department of
Health recommended funding, the Historical Commission has no objections

to the project, the Department of Transportation noted no negative effects
on the highway system, and the Soil and Water Conservation Board commented
the project may increase flooding in the &Green Subdivision and on the west
side of the Guadalupe River. TSSWCB also found some discrepancies in the
report, which are listed in their comments.

We appreciate the opportunity afforded to review this document. Please
Tet me know if we can be of further assistance.

Sincerely, .
% X 2
T. C. Adams, State Single Pocint of Contact

TCA//pon

Enclosures

Post OfricE Box 12428 AusTin, TEXAS 78717 (512) 463-2000
Princed on Recwcled Faper
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lexas Department of Health

wvid R Smith, M.D. 1100 West 49th Sireet Members of the Board

ymmmissioner Austin, Texas 76756-5199 Ron ). Anderson, M.D., F.A.C.P., Chairmar.
(512) 456-7111 Raieigh K. White IV, MLD., VicesChairmarn

pert A. MacLean, M.D. . Obiver R Smith, Ir., D.C., Secetary

sputy Commissioner Joan Wood Biggersaff

Robert E. Bonhar, M.D.

Frank Brvant, |z, M.D., T.AATD.
Ramiro R Casso, M.D.

David L Collins, P.E.

Gl Karber, D.DS.

Larry D. Krupala

Donald M. Peterson, D.C.. F.AC.G.P.
Susan B. Place, O.D.

William D. Poteet I, F.A.CEZ
Milton L Risinger, D.V.M.
William A. Scott, MS.W.

Barbara T. Slover, R.Ph.

Ruth F. Stewar:, RN.C.

August 26, 1992

Mr. Tom Adams

State Singie Point of Contact
Governor’s Budget and Planning Office
P.O. 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

Re: GUADALUPERIVER FLOOD PROJECT AT VICTORIA, TEXAS, from Galveston
District Corps of Engineers (SAI#: TX-R-92-08-12-0002-50-00)

Dear Mr. Adams:

The Texas Department of Health has completed its staff review of the above referenced
document and recommends funding for this proposal.

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on this proposal. If T can be of any
further assistance, plezse advise me.

Sincerely,
Vige s Ut Pt —

Robert A. MaclLean, M.D.
Deputy Commissioner
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CURTIS h 'NSELL
EXECITIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512636100

DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES PROTECTION

September 4, 1992

Mr. T.C. Adams, Stzte Single Point of Contac:
Govemor's Office of Budger and Planning
P.O. Box 12428

Austn, TX 78711

Re: Environmental Assessment Report, Guadalupe River Flood Project at Victoria,
SAT/EIS#: TX-R-92-08-12-0002-50-00, Victoria Counry, Texas (COE-VD, F2, F31)

Dear Sir:

Thank you providing a copy of the above referenced document In June 1991, our staff reviewed
the results of an archeological survey that was undertaken by the Galveston Dismict Corps of
Engineers for this project. Although one archeological site, 41VT104, was found in the propesed
recommended levee plan area, it was determined by the Corps and our staff that the site is not
eligible for inclusion in the Nadonal Register of Historic Places. We have enclosed a copy of our
letter (see amachment) in response to the archeological survey report.

Sincerely,

Timothy K. Pertrula, Ph.D.
Assistant Director for Antiquides Review

¢ DIP/TKP/AEB/dip

an:acl;ment

G State pency far Fotoe Fuwservation
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CLRTIN T1 NNEL
EXECLTIVE IMRFCTON
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
*.0.BOX 12276 AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 (5124636100

June 24, 1991

Mr. William Fickel, ir.

Chief, Planning Division

Department of the Army

Galveston Dismict, Corps of Engineers
P.0. Box 1229

Galveston, TX 77553-1229

RE: Vicionia Levee Project, Guadaiupe River at Victoria
Counry, Tx (COE VD, A3, A6, D1d)

Dear S

We are in receipt of an archeological report concerning the above referenced undertzking. Afrer
reviewing the report we conclude that, as described, the proposal shouid nor affect sites on the
National Register of Historic Places, nor any site determined eligible for the National Register.
Please be advised that any amifacts collected during the culural resources survey should be
curated at an adequate repository as defined in the Secretary of Intenior's regulations entitled
"Curanon of Federally-Owned and Administered Archeological Collections” (36CFR79).

The project may continue without further consultation with this office. However, it 1s possibie
that buried archeological deposits may be present in the project area. If artifacrs are encountered
during consmucuon, work should cease in the immediate arez; work can conrinue in the prolect
area where no archeological deposits are present. The Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation should be contacted in accordance with 36CFR&00.11.0.2. Please also notify the
State Historic Preservation Officer (512/463-6096).

=. Bruseth, Ph.D.
State Historic Preservadon Officer

Ghe Stase u‘/aaw /a«z s S resevation



l Texas Department of Transportation

DEWITT C. GRESH STATE HIGHWAY BLDG. « 125 £ 11TH STREZT » AUSTIN. TEXAS 78707-2455 » [512) 4838383

September 16, 1992

D-8t 854

TX-R-92-08-12-002-50-00

Guadalupe River Flood Project
Environmental Assessment Review

Mr. T. C. Adams

State Single Point of Contact

Governor's Office of Budget and Planning
P. 0. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Sir:

Referance is made to the environmental assessment prepared by the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Galveston District, and transmitted by your review notification of
August 12, 1992. This assessment was forwarded to the Department's Yoakum district
office for review, and they offer the following comments:

1

-~e

2.

The proposal should have no negative effects on the highway system and
should help alleviate the fipooding problem at U. S. 59 and Water Street.

Table 2 on page 12 states that U. S. 59 is closed at the 28-29 foot
stage. In 1991 when the river crested at 30.C3 feet, we did not
close U. S. 59. We do begin to get water over the outside lanes at the
intersection of Water Street when the river reaches 29.75 feet. We did
close U. S. 59 on June 7, 1987 at the request of the Victoria Police
Department when the river crested at 30.45 feet. The roadway was still
passable but we were experiencing some traffic problems.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document.

Sincerely,

P

Kenneth C. Bohuslav, P. E.
TRACS Coordinator

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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TEXAS STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION BOARD %~
375 North 5tn ST
P.0O Box 65E
Temple, Texas 76503-0658
(817) 773-2250

Fax (B17) 773-231"
September 21, 1992

T. C. Adams. Srzte Single Poinz of fontact
Governor's QfZize of Budgetr and Planning
P. 0. Box 12428

Avstin, TX 78711

i)

£: SAI/EIS #: TE-R-92-08-12-0002-50-00

Dezr Mr. Adams:

We have reviewed 2 copy of the Guadzlupe River at Victoria Texas Detailed
Project Reporr, Section 205 Small Flood Control Precject Main Report and
Environmental Assessment. We coordinated our review with the Victoriz
Soil and Water Conservation District and offer the following comments.

Thank vou for the opportunity to review and comment on this document.
Sincerely,

e T P

James M. Moore
EZngineer

JMM/ dm
enclosure
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September 14, 1882

Mr. Paut M. Boyer,P.E.
City Engineer

City of Victoria

P.C. Box 1758

Victorig, Texas 77902-1758

Dear Mr. Boyer:

Re: Review of the Draft Final Detailed Project Report and Environmental Assessment- TWbB
Contract No. 80-483-777, City of Vicloria Fiood Protection Planning Study

Staff members of the Texas Water Development Board and the Texas Water Commission have
completed a review of the referenced document under TWDS Contract No. 80-483-777 with the
City of Victeria. Review comments by the Board and Commission are presented in Aftachment 1.

The Board looks forward te receiving twelve copies of the Final Report following any revisions.
Please contact Mr. Bob Wear, P. E., the Board's designated Contract Manager, at {512) 463-7987
if you have any questions conceming the Board's comments.

Sincerely,

cc: 7 Mr. Roberl Van Hook
Galveston District
U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers

Enclosure

P.0. Box 13231 < 1700 N. Congress Avenue * Austin. Texas 78711-323]

Teisphone (312} 463-7847 » Telefax (5121475-2033
&) Prinrec on Rerveles Paper (6



Attachment 1
Comments on the Draft Final Detailed Project Repont
ang Environmental Assessment for TWDB Contract No. 95-485-777

The following are review commentis of the draft Detalled Project Report and Environmental
Assessment for the TWDB Flood Protection Planning Study Contract, No. 90-483-777 with the City
of Victoria.

A Texas Water Development Board Comments:

1. Study recommendations appear to be traditional, feasible means of solving
flooding probiems.

2. Should the City of Victoria approach the Board for loan assistance to implement
the plan, the cost of these improvements are generally eligible for Board financing.
In addition, shoulid the City choose to adopt this master plan and approach the
Board for any financing, the Board's Water Engineering Section wili review the
Oetailed design of specific project slements to make a determination of eligibility.

3. The report does provide sufficient information to support an Environmental
Assessment using Nationa!l Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) guidelines, however,
additional consuRtation with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
Environmental Assessment Branch, is recommended.

4. The recently adopted Texas Coastal Management Plan includes Victoria County
within its jurisdiction and would, thus, apply to this project.

5. There is no description of mitigative measures which will be applied to borrow
areas; for example, sediment runoff controls and revegetation of disturbed areas.

6. In addition to the recomuended flood protection plan, strict developmental
compliance by the City of Victoria with the National Flood Insurance Act is
recommended, particularty with reference to those areas outside of the proposed
fiood protection area. :

B. Texas Water Commission Comments: -

1. The technical content of the referenced report is based on acceptable hydrologicai
and hydraulic methods and is complete.

2.  The report adequately covers the adverse and beneficial efiects of the various
_plans considered. Commission staff concur with the report findings and
recommend that the selected plan be implemented,

Y

J
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September 14, 1992

Mr. William Fickel, Jr.

Chief, Planning Division

Department of the Army

Galveston District, Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 1229

Galveston, Texas 77553-1229

Re:  Project Review of the U. S. Corps of Engineers Draft of the Detailed
Project Report and Environmental Assessment Conceming the Local Fiood
Protection Levee at Victoria, Texas

Dear Mr. Fickel:

This letter 15 in response to your request for review of the Project Report and
Environmental Assessment document prepared to idendfy the impacts associated
with the construction of the flood protection leves referenced above. Texas Paris
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) staff have reviewed the document and offer the
following comments concerning this project.

We understand the alternative recommended by the Corps to control flooding
along the Guadalupe River near Victoria includes construction of new levees
which will tie into an existang levee, repair of the existing levee and construction
of intenior drainage structures. Approximately seven acres of botiomiand forest
and fifteen acres of bottomland brush habitat will be destroyed in these proposed
constucton activibes.

In additon to the direct effect of vegetation loss, it is anficipated the project will
have an effect of moving water past the project area at an increased rate thereby
reducing water retention within the bottomland soil and plant community
occurring along the rver in the project area. This could potentally impact the
character of the bottomland forest community existing in the project area and
increase water supply to riverine and estuarine communities downstream including
TPWD’s Guadalupe Deltz Wildiife Management Area.

For this waterway system to maintain its natural function, there must be an
allowance for periodic changes in flow regimes and restoraton of nadve
floodplain forests.

Mitigation for the project should include compensation or habitat replacement of
the habitat resources antcipated to be lost.

ANDRZIW SANSOM
Sxecwive Dueso:



Mr. William Fickel, Ir.
Page 2

A search of the Texas Natural Heritage Program Information System reveaied
special species in the general vicinity of Victoria. These datz are included as an
attachment entitled "Texas Natural Heritage Information.”

We appreciate the opportunity o review and comment on the project.

Sincerely,

Robert W. (Bob) Spain, Chief
Habitat Assessment Branch
Resource Protection Division

RWS:JB:dab

Attachments



Texas Natural Heritage Information

A search of the Texas Nawral Heritage Program Information System revealed
ecial species in the general vicinity of Victoria. Printouts for nearby records
and a code key are atiached.

Federal and State Endangered—

Haliaeers Jeucocephalus (Bald Eagle) G3 S2 - known to nest along
Guadalupe River; conmact Mark Mitchell, TPWD biolgist at
(512)874-4401 or write P.O. Box 41, Lolita, Texas 77971 for
current informaton on eagie localities

Tvmpanuchus cupido attwateri (Attwater’s Prairie-chicken) G4T1 Si -
records from northwest to northeast of Victoria; endemic; open
praines of mostly thick grass one 1o three feet tall; from near sea
level to 200 feet along coastal plain on upper two-thirds of Texas
coast; only grouse which lives under near salt-marsh conditions;
males form communal display flocks during late winter-early
spring; booming grounds important; breeding February-July

Bird Rookeries—
#609-002, Schaz Colony, active 1990 with breeding pairs of Cattle Egrets

The American Alligator 1s no longer listed as endangered or threatened by the
state or federal government. However, it is currently considered by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service as "threatened for similarity of appearance” to the
American Crocodile. Contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to obtin the
most recent publicaton of "Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants
(SOCFR 17.11 & 17.12)" to assist in your project reviews. The most recent
printng is July 15, 1991; however, five addinonal species occurring in Texas
have since been histed.

The Hentage Program informaton included here is based on the best data
currently available 1o the state regarding threatened, endangered, or otherwise
sensidve species. However, these data do not provide a definite statement as to
the presence or absence of special species or natural communities within your
project area, nor can these data substitute for an on-site evaluation by qualified
biologists. This information is intended to assist you in avoiding harm to species
that occur on your sie. Please contact the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’s Heritage Program before publishing or otherwise disseminating any
specific locality informaton.
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TEYAS NATURRL HERITALGE FROGRAZM
TE¥AS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DIPLRTMENT
24 BRUG 1es2
NAME: HALIAEETUS LEUCOCEPHALUS
COMMON NAME: BATD EAGLE
OTHER NAME:
FEDEREL STATUS: LE STATE STATUS: E
GLOBAL RANK: G3 STATE RANK: 52
IDENTIFIED: b4 TRACK: Y _ SENSITIVITY: Y
COUNTY: Victeoria
USGS TOPO MAPS: TOPO QUAD: M2ARGIN #:
RAISIN 2802761 3
FLEMENT OCCURRENCE NUMBER: 005 DATE LAST OBSERVED: 1$85-03
PRECISION: G DATE FIRST OBSERVED: 1982
OCCURRENCE RANK: A DATE SURVEYED: 1986-03
SURVEY COMMENTS: RECENT ACTIVITY
MANAGED AREAS: CONTAINED:

DIRECTIONS:
NEAZR COLETO CREEK AND GUADALUPE RIVER, VICTORIA COUNTY

DESCRIPTION:
RIPARTAN FOREST ON MEDIUM-SIZED RIVER

QUALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE DATA:
ACTIVE NEST SITE, FOUR YEARS OF OBSERVED OCCUPATION

MANAGEMENT COMMENTS:
PROTECTION COMMENTS:
OTHER COMMENTS:
CONTACT MONITOR FOR SPECITIC INFORMATION
SOURCE OF INFORMATION:

MARIE, DAVID J. NO DATE. TPWD, 715 SOUTH BRONTE, ROCE®PORT,TEXAS
78382.



TEZXAS NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM
TEYXLS PLRKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
24 AUG 12%2

£ HATIAZFEETUS LEUCOCEPHALUS
'OMMON NAEME: BALD EAGLE

OTHER NAME:
TEDERLL STATUS: LE STATE STRTUS: =
GLOBAI RZNK: G2 STATE RANK: s2
IDENTIFIED: Y TRACK: b4 SENSITIVITY: b4
COUNTV: Victoria
USGS TOPD MAPS: TOPO QUAD: MARGIN #:
BLOCMINGTON SW 2809658 1
BLOCMINGTON 2809668
TLEMENT OCCURRENCE NUMBER: 006 DATE LAST OBSERVED: 1985-03
PRECISION: G DATE FIRST OBSERVEID: 1981
QCCURRENCE RANK: A DATE SURVEYEZD: 1986-03
SURVEY COMMENTS: RECENT ACTIVITY
MANAGED AREAS: CONTAINED:

‘RECTIONS:
LINN LAKE, VICTORIA COUNTY

"SCRIFPTICN:
A SHATIOW LAKE SURROUNDED BY RIPARTAN FOREST

JALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE DATR:
ACTIVE NEST SITE

NAGEMENT COMMENTS:
WOTECTION COMMENTS:
SENSITIVE LOCATION INFORMATION

'HER COMMENTS:
CONTACT MONITCR FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION

WURCE OF INFORMATION:
MABTE, DAVID J. NO DATE. TPWD, 715 SOUTH BRONTE, ROCKPORT,TEXAS

78382.



TEXAS NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM
TEXRS PARXS AND WILDLIFE DEPLRITMENT
24 AUG 1282

NAME: TYMPANUCHUS CUPIDO ATTWATERI
COMMON NIME: ATTWATER’S PRATRIE-CHICKEN

OTHER NAME:
FEDER2ZT, STARTUS: LE STATE STaATUS: =
GLOBLL RANK: GLT1 STALTE RANK: Si
IDENTIFIED: v TRACK: Y SENSITIVITY: N
COUNTY: Victoria
USGS TOPO MAPS: TOPO QUAD: MARGIN #:
INEZ NW 2809688 1
ELEMENT OCCURRENCE NUMBER: 024 DATE LAST OBSERVED: 1%85-SPRNG
PRECISION: S DATE FIRST OBSERVED:
OCCURRENCE RANK: C DATE SURVIYED: 198E-SPRNG
SURVEY COMMENTS: LOW NUMBERS
MANAGED AREAS: CONTAINED:
DIRECTIONS:

NEAR VOR STATION (AVIATION NAVIGATION AID) NORTH NORTHWEST OF VICTORIZ
REGIONAL ATRPORT

DESCRIPTION:
COASTARL PRAIRTE, NOW PASTURE AND FIELDS

QUALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE DATA:
16 MALE CHICKENS SEEN ON AERIAL AND GROUND SURVEYS MADE DUR- ING
SPRING BOOMING SEASCON

MANAGEMENT COMMENTS:
PRCTECTION COMMENTS:
ADEQUATE LEGAL PROTECTION

OTHER COMMENTS:
SMALL POPULATION INDICATED IN ARE2Z

SOURCE OF INFORMATION:

USF&WsS. 1985. TUNPUBLISHED MAPS OF 1585 PRAIRIE CHICKEN SURVEY
RESTULTS. 8 PP. .



TEXAS NATURAIL HERITACGE PROGRAM
TEXRLS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
24 AUG 1992

TYMPANUCHUS CUPIDO ATTWATERI

-
—

‘OMMON NAME: L TTWETER’S PRLIRIE-CHICKEN
OTHER NAME:
FEDERLI STRTUS: 1LE STATE STATUS: E
GLOBAL RANK: G4T1 STATE RANK: g1
IDENTIFIED: Y TRACK: Y SENSITIVITY: RN
COUNTY: Victoria
USGS TOPO MAPS: TOPO QULD: MARCGIN #:
NURSERY 2808781 1
FELEMENT OCCURRENCE NUMBER: Q0zE DATE ILAST ORSERVED: 1885-SPRNG
PRECISION: M DATE FIRST OBSIRVED:
OCCURRENCE RANK: C DATE SURVEYED: 1985-SPRNG
SURVEY COMMENTS: ILOW NUMBERS, MARGINAT HABRITAT
MANAGED AREAS: CONTATINED:
RECTIONS:

AN AREAZA ABOUT 2 MILES WIDE EXTENDING ABOUT 3 MILES NORTH NORTHWEST AND
4 MILES SOUTH SOUTHEAST COF ABANDONED ATIRFIELD NORTH OF VICTORIA

SCRIPTICON:
COASTAI, PRAIRIE, PASTURES

JAALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE DATA:
31 MALE CHICKENS SEEN ON AERIAL AND GROUND SURVEYS MADE DURING SPRING
BOOMING SEASON

NAGEMENT COMMENTS:
OTECTION COMMENTS:
ADEQUATE LEGAL PROTECTION

HER COMMENTS:
SMALIL POPULATION INDICATED IN AREA, POOR SITE

'YOURCE OF INFORMATION:
USF&wS. 1985. -UNPUBLISEED MAPS OF 1585 PRATIRIE CEICKEN SURVEY
RESULTS. 8 PP.



TEXZS NATURRL EERITAGEZ PROGR2M
TIXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFZ DIPARTMENT

24 AUG 18€2

N2AME: ROOKERY
COMMON NAME:
OTHER NAME: COLONY NUMBER 605-002, SCHATZ COLONY

FEDERAIL STATUS: STATE STATUS:
GLOBAI, RANK: STATE RANK:
IDERTIFIED: Y TRACK: Y SENSITIVITY:
COUNTY: Victoria
USGS TOPO MAPS: TOPO QUAD: MARGIN #:
VICTORIA WEST 2808771 1

ELEMENT OCCURRENCE NUM3ER: 554 DATL LAST OBSERVED: 19890
PRECISION: S DATE FIRST OBSERVED: 1989
QOCCURRENCE RANK: DATE SURVEYED:

SURVEY COMMENTS:

MANAGED AREAS: CONTAINED:

DIRECTIONS:

SAXET LAKES NORTE OF HWY 58/77, JUST WEST OF VICTORIA

DESCRIPTION:
QUALITATIVE/QUANTITATIVE DATA:
NESTING COLONY OF CATTLE EGRET
MANAGEMENT COMMENTS:
PROTECTION COMMENTS:
OTHER COMMENTS:
COLONY NUMBER 609-002
SOURCE OF INFORMATION:

TEXAS COLONIAI WATERBIRD SOCIETY AND TPWD. 1990.
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT, TCW ANNUAL CENSUS SUMMARY,

SPECIAL



FEDERZL STATUS

LE - Listed Endangered

LT -~ Listed Threatened

LELT - Listed Endangered in part c¢f range, Threatenes in =z
different part

PE - Proposed to be listed Endangered

PT - Proposed to be listed Threatened

& -~ Synonyms

c1 - Candidate, Category 1. USFWS has substantizl information on
biological wvulnerzbility and threats to support propesing te
list as endangered or threatened. Data are being gathered on
habitat needs and/or critical habitat designations.

ci* - Cl, but lacking known occurrences

Cilwx -— Cl, but lacking known occurrences, excep:t in
captivity/cultivation

¢2 - Candidate, Category 2. Information indicates that propoesing
to list as endangered or threatened is possibly appropriate,
but substantial data on biclogical vulnerability zand threats
are not currently known to support immediate preparation of

rules. Further bioclogical research and £field study is
necessary to ascertain status and/or taxonomic wvalidity.

C2* - C2, but lacking known cccurrences

C2%% - cz, but lacking known occurrences, except in
captivity/cultivation

3 - Taxa no longer being considered for listing as threz:tened or
endangered. Three subcategories indicate +the reasons for

removal from consideration.

3A - Former Candidate, rejectecd because presumed extinct and/or
habitats destroyed

3B - Former ¢Candidate, rejected because not a recoghized taxon;
i.e. synonym cr hybrid

3C - Former Candidate, rejected because more common, widespread, or
adeguately protected

STATE STATUS

E - Listed as Endangered in the State of Texas
T - lListed as Threatened in the State of Texas

GLOBAL RANK

Gl - Critically imperiled globally, extremely rare, 5 or fewer

occurrences. [Critically endangered throughout range.)

G2 - Imperiled globally, very rare, 6 to 20 occurrences.
(Endangered througnout range.]

G3 - Very rare and local <hrouchout range or Ifound loczlly in
restricted range, 21 *To 100 occurrences.. [Threatened

throughout range.]
G4 Apparently secure globally.
G5 - Demonstrably secure globally.
G#ENA - Accidental in North America, now G#NA.
GANE - An exotic species established in North Americza, now G#NE.
GH - Of historical occurrence through its range.



m

G#TF - "G"= gpecies Tank; "T"= rank of variety cr subspecie
GU - Uncerteain; mest likely rank/uncertain (G27), range (G
GX - Bellieved to be extiinct throughout range.
Q
?
c

= on

gt

a2l
G2)
- Qualifier denoting guestionable Taxonomic assignment.
- Not ranked to date; or, Qualifier dencting uncertain rank.
- Captive population ev’

STATE RANK

81 - Critically imperiled in state, extremely rare, verv vulnerable
to extirpation, 5 or fewer occurrences.

82 - Imperiled in state, very rare, vulnerable to extirpation, 6 to
20 occurrences.

53 - Rare in state, 20+ occurrences.

84 - Apparently secure in state.

§5 - Demonstrably secure in state.

SA - Accidental in state.

SE - An exotic species established in state.

EE - Of historical occurrence in state. May be rediscovered.

SN - Regularly occurring, usually migratory and typically non-
breeding status.

SR - Reported, but without persuasive documentztion.

SR¥ - Reported in error, but error persists in literzture.

ST - Possibly in peril in state, but status uncertain.

SX - Apparently extirpated from State.

? = Not ranked to date; or, Qualifier denoting uncertzin rank.

C - Captive population exists.

PRECISION

S or SC - Occurrence mapped to seconds of latitude/longitude. SC
indicates element occurrence is a confirmed occurrence.
M - Occurrence mapped teo minutes of latitude/longitude,
approximately 2 km or 1.5 mi radius.
G - Occurrence mapped ¢general to guad or place name precision
only, precision within about 8 km or 5 mi radius.
U - Unmappable record.

OCCURRENCE RANK

- Excellent
- Good

- Marginal

- Poor
Destroyed
- Historical
- Obscure

- Extant

- Introduced

HiWoOohRMUOOWY
|

MANAGED 2AREA - CONTAINED (code following managed area name)

- Element occurrence contained within managed arez boundaries.
Element occurrence partially contained within managed aresz.
- Not known if element occurrence is whollv contzined or nox.

) B2 d
'



3URZAU OF eCONOMIC GEOLOGY

THEZ UNIEIRSITY Or TEXAS AT AUSTIN

Unverssns Siavior. Dox X - Austin, Texat 7871275080512, 47 11534 ar ™ .7721 - 28 )

10100 Bume: Roas - Austzrn. Towas 787582467

Augus: 28, 19912

SAVEIS# TX-R-92-08-12-0002-50-00

Mr. T. C. Adams
Govemor's Office of Budget and Planning

P.O. Box 12428
Austn, TX 78711

Dezar Tom:

The Bureau of Economic Geology has reviewed the referenced proposal on the
proposed Victoriz Levee at Victoriz, Texas, presented by the U.S. Army Corps of
Enginesrs. The Bursau has no agverse comments. We suggest that the results of

the unique-wer 1992, flood year bz accounted in project design and
implementanon.

Sincerely,

oy . .
s L’/ A 4
= //,// s ,/::/;,_Z__

E. G. Wemund
Resesarch Sciennst

EGW:lch



FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR THE

GUADALUPE RIVER at VICTORIA, TEXAS

Section 205 - Small Flood Control Project

As District Engineer, Galveston District, U.S. Ammy Corps of Engineers, it is my
responsibility to prepare findings based on an Environmental Assessment (EA) concerning local
flood protection on the Guadaiupe River at Victoria, Texas. The proposed project will provide the
FEMA 100-year frequency level of protection to the City of Victoria from flooding of the Guadalupe
River and generally includes rehabilitation of the existing levee and extending it both upstream and
downstream.

The Galveston District has taken every reasonable measure to evajuate the environmental
impacts of the proposed project. These impacts are addressed in the EA. Based on informaton
presented in the EA and information received from various agencies, it has been determined that the
proposed project will have no significant adverse impacts on the environment. The following factors
were considered pertinent in this finding of no significant impact:

a. No degradation of water qualiry will occur from the proposed project.

b. No effect on any endangered or threatened species is anticipated from proposed
construction.

c. No impacts to historic resources are anticipated.

Based on these factors and information in the EA| | have determined that preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement is not required. The proposed project is economically sound and
environmentally acceptable and should be constructed as proposed.

. 2L RED

Date Robert B. Gatlin
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
Dismct Engineer




